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What a Great Year! Pastor Reid Kisling

As the first newsletter of the new year, | thought it would be a great time to re
what we have experienced as a church this past year and a brief preview of w
see ahead of us for this next year. This is especially significant given my own
year mark at the church having started ftithe as your senior pastor on January
2011.

First, one of the primary things that we were able to accomplish as a church w
clarified mission and vision. Regardless of your own feelings about them and
effectiveness, you probably know that the consensus about mission statemen
that they are essential. The problem in many organizations is that they don't seem

to consult their mission statements often enough as they make strategic decisions. Our church's mission
statement comes directly from Scripture in the Great Commission: "Go thereforenakd disciplesf all

nations . . ." (Matt. 28:19). Our mission is to make disciples which, in turn, helps us to advance God's kingd
and glorify Him; all that we do should be about seeing those things happen effectively.

Within our mission statement and the strategies that we believe God has
G h dzNJ O K dzNJ KcHiléd us Yo puisie fo &cgbmplish that mission, there are several aspects.
statement comes directly The fir;t pertains to knowing God and we gall t@éd;coyer We do that .

_ _ primarily through our Sunday worship services in which we seek to worship
from Scripture in the GreatHim and grow in our understanding of His Word. | am very pleased with
Commission: "Go thereforéur Sunday morning services and with Pastor Bobby's oversight of our very
. capable worship teams. It has been a pleasure for both Pastor Ryan and |
andmake disciplesf all to bring God's Word to you each week, something that we will continue to

nations . . ." partner together to do this coming year. Personally, | appreciate your
comments and support as | continue to grow and develop into the senior

pastor God has called me to be.

We have also had significant advances in our second aspect of strategy which covers our growth as a disci
of Jesus; what we cdllevelop In addition to our significant children's, youth, women's, and men's ministries,
each under capable leadership of our ministry staff, we have added opportunities for growth in God's Word
through Grace University. We have had more people within the church take advantage of our Grace U clast
and Pastor Ryan will continue to develop other opportunities for you to engage in the study of God's Word il
various settings. It is essential that our church remain grounded in God's Word and this is a primary way for
to accomplish this part of our mission.

(Continued on page 6)




Page

Typical Failed New YedvedrfeadRgPaas!| ut i o
Bobby Gaither

There are two kinds of Christians: those who can read through the Bible in 1 year and those who cannot!
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truly do tip my hat. May God bless you in this endeavor! To those of you for whom 1 year reading plans are
like drinking from a fire hose, you are in good company, and no less spiritual than our fast reading brothers
and sisters. YET, | say have a Bible reading plan and read every day, but | caution both groups of people.

To the 1 year folk, reading His Word is not a way to earn merit! | extol you for your hunger and ambition.
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your assigned passages than receiving the implanted word, consider slowing down. The Bible reading gestaj
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Him! Having a disciplined plan of approach to His Word is the best wz

| would even say that it is lazy and reflects spiritual apathy to not have OTherefore, as we approach
some plan of how you are studying the Bible. Convicted? Choose a b
and start there. Read one or two chapters a day, or find a slower pac:

the reading of His Word, we

reading plan like the one I suggest at the bottom of this article. are to look at it as a
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must be yielding to His Spirit. His Word is worthy of our full attention & t2NJ dza FyR UNE
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spiritual trophy displayed for man, and definitely cannot be passed off as

nonessential for the Christian life because we have His Spirit. That is an excuse! If you love God, you love Hi
Word, and you crave it, go to it, read it, relish it, enjoy it, because His Word describes the God whom you
love! We must see His Word through this lens.

So, | challenge you to a new resolution: to abid&.am the true vine... Abide in me, and | in you. As the

branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. | am tt
vine; you are the branches... Whoever abides in me and | in him... bears much fruit, for apart from me you ca
do nothing... If you abide in me and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish and it will be done for yoL
By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved
me, so have | loved you. Abide in my love... These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, 8
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connection to God through Jesus the Son. Just as a branch is completely dependent and constantly being
nourished through the vine so are we to be dependent and nourished by and in Jesus. Like a child, we love
the one who nourishes us, and we trust the love of our parent to continue feeding us.

(Continued on page 3)
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Contrary to what we Bibleentered idealist would think, the passage tells us to abide imoMé&snot His

word. His word abides us but we abidan His loveWe are clean because of the word he has spoken and

that His joy may be in us, but it is His love that we are to abide in. lbweeHim we will keep His

commandments (word). Why did he say it this way?
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know that it is a key component to the gospel of Jesus. We cannot be without His Word because it is
supposed to abide in us. So how then shall we look at His Word?

His word is the revealing of His love for u§he Word, in Jesus, became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we
love Jesus! His Word instructs us, nourishes us, disciplines and prunes us. His Word is another proof of His
love for us. It is breathed by the Spirit who lives inside us. His Word should stir up our spirit and cause us joy
because we have His Spirit inside us.
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us and treasure it. Before you crack open the book, remember His love for you. Then going to His Word will
not be burdensome but approached with joy! If you find a diminished sense of joy in reading the Bible, |
suggest going to Psalm 119. Pray those words. Ask God to discipline and prune you, to cut away the dead
part of your heart and awaken anew the desire for His Word. And then, create a plan. Set aside a certain
amount of time each day and schedule it! Choose a book, or find a reading plan that goes at a pace where
you can abide in His love, revealed through His Word! The focus is to abide, not to gain merit or even to
work. We go to His Wordecausewe love Him, not tde lovedoy Him.
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reading, and then | meditate on what | have read. This is transforming for me and am putting away my
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Whatever your plan is, make one for this purpose: to learn to abide.

Pastor Bobby

http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/tgc/files/2010/12/TwoYearBibleReadingPlan.pdf




