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Our mission conference concludes on

| e | S Bunday September 26" and features three
of our missionaries. Speaking
n o6 during the morning services

will be Paul Sanders. On
Sunday evening at 7:00 pm,
the Missions team will host an
ice cream social with Richard
and Charlotte Jeppesen, and
Allan and Baska Vance speaking.

Paul Sanders is the former head of the
Arab Baptist Theological Seminary. He
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September - Missions Conference

By Jim Insley, Missions Committee

was able to replace himself with a native
Lebanese Christian man, and is now in
France. He works with
Christian organizations
and their boards to make
sure they are focusing on
the most effective
opportunities and using
the most ideal strategies for
outreach. He will be speaking from 2nd
Corinthians on the theme of the
relational images of missions for ordinary
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poor, slave or free, well dressed or
poorly dressed, well groomed or poorly
groomed!

To speak directly to Grace Baptist and
to Christians across this nation, we are
called to love and pray for the Hispanic
immigrants as much asi if not more
than, our fellow citizen of the United
States. Godos
political lines drawn by human
governments, and we belong to His
Kingdom first.

What we do locally has a global affect.
When we send out missionaries from
our body we are sending out a piece of
the Christian culture we have nurtured
here at Grace. ltis like sending out a
seed from a tomato plant and planting
it in a garden across the country. It
will not produce a fig tree, a pineapple,
or a star-fruit! That plant will
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resemble and produce similar fruit to
the parent plants from which it came.

So, what does our garden here at GBC
look like? What fruit are we producing?
Is it the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians
5:23-24)? How do we know?

The spirit and character of the
individual members of the church
testifies to the kind of fruit we produce

Ki n g d cama ctiuech. d ask yoe, are younyéelding

yourself to the great gardener of your
soul? Are you becoming more loving,
joyful and peaceful? Is God producing
patience in you? Are you learning to be
kind and gentle when someone is

hurtful towards you? Are you praying

for those that are persecuting you? Are
you growing in faithfulness, goodness,

and self-control? Are you serving the

body of Christ here at GBC?
Philippians iti®dGdd8#hot el
works in you, both to will and to work
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people. He will be
and the images he used in missions to
illustrate this topic. His intent is to help us
communicate Christianity in a relational
way.

Allan and Baska Vance are church
planters in Portugal. They are the
missionaries of the month for August.
They are on their second church planting.
Their main ministry is to immigrants to
Portugal. They are involved in a number
of compassion outreaches to their
neighbors, as well as a surfing ministry.
Richard and Charlotte are from the
Portland area. They minister in the Far
East and are based out of Thailand. They
have been translating a number of
discipleship books and programs into
national languages so that local believers
have opportunities to grow.

is the one working in us; however, verse
12 tells us we are to be obedient to Him,
for God accomplishes His will through
us! What an honor! So our
responsibility is to, out of love and joy,
obey Hi m and showgouk
salvation in holy fear and trembling!

Our acts of service put on display our
salvation - our faith in Him, and we
know that he is a rewarder of those who
seek Him (Hebrews 11:6)!

Therefore, when you see a need here at
the church or out in the community, let
your first reaction
hel p! o Let your
acts of service, and let God be the one
who rewards you. Here at Grace, WE
produce the fragrance of Christ as we
are the branches that bear fruit in His
garden. | encourage you to take
initiative and responsibility for the
fragrangeswe é@mit as a church. Plant
yourself so you may have nourishment
t® grdw as you abide in the Vine, Jesus
Christ.

They also are working on audio
programs to be broadcast over the radio

u do halgbeliwers grdwsspirituallg.i st r y

Both Vances and Jeppesens are
currently available for small groups
during the week September 20-25,
before Missions Sunday. They are very
excited to get to know you on an
individual basis, answer questions, and
develop friendships. Please contact
Bobby in the church office to see who is
available.

PLEASE REMEMBER: Our annual
AChr i
will be taken on September 26th, so we
can distribute funds to our missionaries
and allow them to give special gifts for
their family and neighbors at

Christmas time..

A letter will be coming soon from the
Missions Committee!
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The mission of Indian Bible College is parallel to that of the great commission. IBC is dedicated to
training Native leaders to go out to the Native people and change the world for Jesus Christ. The facts are
staggering. The alcoholism rate, the teen pregnancy rate, and the suicide rate of Native Americans are
higher than any other people group in the U.S. Do these people need Jesus? Of course they do, but before they
can Ageto Jesus, there has to be someone sent to

Grace Baptist Church had the privilege of taking a 16 -person group to IBC in Flagstaff, AZ to help
them accomplish this mission. We had the opportunity to work on the campus to make it nicer and more
accommodating for the students of Indian Bible College. From cleaning dorm rooms, to moving their IT
work station, to refinishing their board room table, the Grace Baptist crew helped make the campus a more
enjoyable place for the Native students to live and learn.

Pastor Ryan Welsh
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