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Elders Retreat to Seek Godôs 
Direction : 
The Elder Board has scheduled a 
retreat to look at where we are as 
a church and what needs to be 
considered prior to filling the 
senior pastor position. During this 
time of searching what God would 
have for our church, Ryan will be 
preaching half time and we will 
have other pastors coming in to 
preach the other Sundays. This 
keeps the same type of preaching 
schedule we had prior to the 
resignation of Pastor  
Frank Lednicky.  
 

Most of you are aware that Frank 
Goldston has returned to his 
Executive Pastor position which 
involves his working three days 
per week and gives him 
responsibility for the supervision 
of staff and the general operation 
of the church. He is doing a 
terrific job of transition. Thanks 
Frank!! With his leadership and 
the very qualified staff we have, 
things, are moving along nicely 
and effective ministry is 
happening. 
 

Thank you for your patience 
during this transition time. Please 
pray earnestly for Godôs direction 
for our church. If you have 
suggestions or would like to visit 
with an elder, please feel free to 
make that contact. Elderôs names 
and phone numbers are on the 
back of your Sunday bulletin or 
you can call Debbie in the church 
office. 
 

Thank you to an 
Outstanding Staff:  
October is Pastor Appreciation 
Month and so it is time to let our 
pastors and staff know that we  
really appreciate their ministry to 
our family! It has been traditional 
around Grace that we celebrate 
this as Staff Appreciation Month 
so that we can thank all of our 
staff for their service. So...the 
elders encourage everyone to take 
this opportunity to encourage our 
staff!  Send a note, drop by 
cookies, just make a statement of 
thanks the next time you see a 
staff member. 

News from our Elders  

Grace Linké 
C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  P E O P LE  O F  G R A C E  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H 

Oct. ðNov. 
2009 

October 17 
8:00 am 
Menôs 
Breakfast  
 

October 17 
9:30 am-1:30 pm 
All Church Work Day  
 

October 18 
8:30 & 10:00 am 
Missions Possible 
 

October 18 
6:00 pm 
Missions Evening Session 
 

October 25 
10:00 am 
Family Meeting  
 

October 25 
2:00 pm 
Baby Shower 
 

November 1 
6:00 pm 
Hymn Sing  
 

November 14 
8:00 am 
Menôs Breakfast 
 

November 26 
Happy 
Thanksgiving!  
 

December 6 
6:00 pm 
Childrenôs Christmas 
Program  
 

December 12 
9:30 am 
Ladiesô 
Christmas 
Brunch  
 

December 19 
Single Moms 
Christmas Dinner  

Paul Jellum, Chairman of the Board  

 

GBC Staff:  
Ryan Welsh,  Pastor to Youth 
  and Families 
Bobby Gaither ,  Pastor of 
 Worship and the Arts  
Frank Goldston , Executive 
  Pastor 
Diana Enkelis,  Childrenôs  
  Ministry Director  
Jamie OôHalloran, Womenôs 
  Ministry Director  
Michael Stephens, Menôs  
  Ministry Director  
Britten Enkelis , Youth Intern  
Desiree Titus, Special Music 
  Coordinator  
Debbie Holtan ,  Administrative 
  Assistant 
Sue Fryer,  Finance Manager 
Al & Carrie McNeal ,  Custodians 



 

Family News 
 
 

Congratulations to 
Newlywedsé 

 

Sam & Desiree (Haywood) Titus 
September 12, 2009 

 

...and to New 
Parents: 

Steve and Rhonda 
Bonham 

who welcomed 
Gabriel Steven Bonham 

 Sept. 27 at 4:20 pm 
Gabriel was 7 lb 11 oz and  

21 inches long 

The theme for our Oct 18th 
Missions Conference is ñMissions 
Possible.ò  We are praying that our 
guest speaker, Dan York, and our 
visiting missionaries will be able 
to personalize the missions 
challenge to each of us, turning 
ñMission 
Impossibleò 
into what we 
can do, the 
ñPossible.ò 
 
This year our 
visiting 
missionaries 
are Ben 
Yazzie, and Jeff and Val Sutton.  
Ben and Tillie Yazzie have worked 
with the Navaho for many years in 
Arizona. Recently our newest 
missionaries, Jason and Sarah 
Koppen, President of the Indian 
Bible College, brought news of 
Ben and Tillieôs work. It will be 
good to hear more first hand. 
 
Jeff and Val Sutton started Great 
Commandments Ministry, and the 
Antioch Christian Training Center 
in Yakima, Washington. There 
they train young people who 
desire discipleship training, or 
would like to explore what 
missionary service means. After 
the in-depth discipleship time, 
they provide opportunities to 
minister in Romania, Africa or 
Mexico. You can learn more about 
their ministry at http:// 
www.gcmacts.com. 

Sunday morning is not the  
only time that we will be able to 
hear from our missionaries. On 
Sunday evening at 6:00 pm we will 
have a chance to meet in depth 
with Jeff and Val  and then over 
dessert 7 pm. We are bringing lots 

to eat, so come, 
learn and enjoy the 
treats. We really 
want to see you 
discover Jeff and 
Valôs passion for 
training young 
people. Later in the 
week, Val Sutton 
will be sharing 

at the Tuesday morning  
womenôs Bible study. 
 
During the Sunday morning  
 services we will be taking a 
 second offering for our  
missionaries. This offering  
will be divided up to help  
our missionaries enjoy the  
Christmas holiday season by  
helping them afford family  
gifts or other special needs.  
Last year one family bought 
bikes for their kids. Another  
chose to pass their gift on to  
a native missionary that  
needed unexpected  
back surgery. 
 

Please plan to join us on  
Sunday, October 18th for  
Missions Possible! 
 

-Jim Insley, missions  
committee chairman  

Womenõs Ministry 
Cook Book 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning October 18 until 

November 15, we will be 

collecting your favorite recipes to 

compile into a book called 

 òSeasoned with Grace.ó  

We will be selling the books 

beginning on Thanksgiving 

weekend to raise money for the 

Womenõs Retreat in February. 

These will make great  

Christmas gifts! 

 

N[p_ nb_ ?[n_m! 

Menõs Retreat 
January 29 -31, 2010  

At: Canby Grove  
Speakers: Jackie Roberts & Dave Rose  

Cost: $125.00  

Womenõs Retreat  
February 26 -28, 2010  

At: Cannon Beach  
Speaker: Sandi Phillips  

Cost: $125.00  PAGE 2 
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It is tragic, but true. Many Christians 
know little, if any, about Jonathan 
Edwards. For this reasoné a little 
background. 
  
Jonathan entered a newly established 
university named Yale at the young 
age of twelve. He graduated at the 
head of his class, and decided to stay 

and pursue a masterôs degree. While Edwards was still a 
teenager, as he was writing his thesis for his masterôs, 
he was called to be pastor of a Presbyterian church in 
New York City. By the summer of 1723, while Jonathan 
had finally reached the age of 20, the church in New 
York no longer needed him; there was a church split. It 
was now time for Edwards to decide if he would seek an 
academic career as professor or a ministerial career as 
pastor. 
 
He decided to stay at Yale and become a member of the 
faculty. This only lasted for about three years, because 
once again he was called to a church. This time he was 
called to the assistant minister 
position at an old church in 
Northampton, Massachusetts. His 
lifetime of ministry was mostly spent 
in Northampton.  
  
Jonathan Edwardsô life is beautifully 
laid out and explained by J.I. Packer: 
 
 ñEdwards has been described as God-
centered, God-focused, God-intoxicated, and God -
entranced, and so indeed he was. There is no 
overstatement here. Every day, from morning till 
night, he sought to live in conscious communion with 
God, whether walking, riding, studying on his own, or 
relaxing in the bosom of his large and, it seems, happy 
and often extended family. He was not a mystic in the 
sense of seeking God-drenched states of soul that leave 
rationality behind; on the contrary, it was precisely 
through the deep and clear thoughts that God warmed 
and thrilled his heart. Rationally biblical and biblically 
rational understanding of everything was his constant 
quest, and John Gersnter was right to title his three -
volume exposition óThe Rational Biblical Theology of 
Jonathan Edwards.ôò 1 
 
When Edwards preached and lectured, he was often 
asked the question ñWhat is the chief end of manéwhat 
was man created for?ò He would always respond in a 
colorful, pleasant, beautiful way. While preaching at his 
Northampton church Edwards spoke these words. 
 
ñGod is glorified within Himself these two ways: 1 By 
appearingé to Himself in His own perfect idea, or in 
His Son, who is the brightness of His glory. 2. By 
enjoying and delighting in Himself, or in His holy 
Spirité.So God glorifies Himself towards creatures 

also in two ways: 1. By appearing toé their 
understanding. 2. In communicating Himself to their 
hearts, and in their rejoicing and delighting in, and 
enjoying, the manifestations which He makes of 
Himselfé. God is glorified not only by His gloryôs being 
seen, but by its being rejoiced in. When those that 
delight in it, God is more glorified than if they only see 
it. His glory is then received by the whole soul, both by 
the understanding and by the heart. God made the 
world that He might communicate, and the creature 
receive, His glory; and that it might received both by 
the mind and heart. He that testifies his idea of Godôs 
glory glorify God so much as he that testifies also his 
approbation of it and his delight in it.ò 2 
 
Jonathan Edwards, in his typical elegant sermon style, 
tells his congregation that God created the earth and the 
people occupying it for his own glory. He is glorified in 
revealing Himself to us, and sending His Son to die for 
us. We glorify Him by being delighted in Him. In short, 
The chief end of man is to love God and delight in Him. 
Many believe this sounds too simple, but according to 

scripture, it is true. God was not 
lonely, that is not why He created 
man, He created man for Himself, so 
He would be pleased, and so He 
would be glorified. God wants us to 
love him with heart, soul, and mind. 
When we love God with all that we 
are, we delight in Himé. which is our 
chief end. 
 

The reason why I love church history and historical 
theology so much is because of what Hebrews 13:7 tells 
us, ñRemember your leaders, those who spoke to you 
the word of God. Consider the outcome of their life, and 
imitate their faith.ò 
 
Just as we donôt use a hammer to screw, or a 
screwdriver to hammer, we ought not use our life for 
anything other than our purpose é to love God and 
delight in Him. This is the way that God designed his 
creation. To go against our purpose is simply to make 
life harder; have you ever tried to fix a ceiling water leak 
with duct tape? Yeah, me neither, it doesnôt makes 
sense. 
 
ñHe is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities - all things were 
created through him and for him .ò 
Colossians 1:15-16 (ESV) 
  
1 ñA God Entranced Vision of All Thingsò, ed. John Piper 

and Justin Taylor (Wheaton Illinois, Crossway Books, 2004), 

86-87. 

2 ñMescellanies,òno. 448, in The Works of Jonathan Edwards 

(WJE), vol. 13, ed. Thomas Schafer (New Haven, Conn.:Yale 

University Press, 1994), 495. 

 

 

"The chief end of  
man is to love  

God and delight  
in him."  

òA Word from Jonathan Edwardsó 
By Pastor Ryan Welsh 
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What makes passionate worshipers 
of God?  Good Theology.  
 
A typical ñBaptistò answer you 
might say.  But when I say 
theology, I say it because it helps 
us understand who we were before 

Christ and who we are after.  Before Christ:  a sinner, 
laden with guilt and shame, deserving of death.  I can 
recall many shameful sins Iôve committed, both before I 
knew Christ and even recently as I am still not yet 
perfect!  I see how powerless I am against this evil that 
works inside of me and I realize that, try as I may, I can 
neither hide it nor get rid of it on my own.  I am 
utterly broken .   
 
This is the state of mankind ï all mankind. Without this 
understanding the gospel is superstition; just feel good-
religion to say, ñIôm going to heaven because I am a 
good person, or at least not a bad person, and I go to 
church on Sunday.ò  Man neither sees 
his need for a Savior nor understands 
the depths of the mercy lavished upon 
him.   
 
Who we are after Christ: a child of God, 
whose mercy has changed our eternal 
destiny as we have been washed in the 
blood of the Lamb, clean and forgiven!   
Remembering our sinfulness keeps us 
humble, but it also is a source of our 
joy!  For all the sins Iôve committed, 
Jesusô blood has power to wash it all 
away.  Heôs cleansed me from all my sin: Jesus paid it 
ALL!  This reality should cause us to rise up and praise 
Him, SHOUTING TO THE NATIONS our passionate 
praise to the Christ for His mercy on us!  When we 
think about His great love for us, His mercy, His 
kindness, His patience and longsuffering, how could we 
do anything but praise Him with our whole heart?!   
 
The realization that the God of the entire universe, of all 
that exists, has created and redeemed me bubbles up 
praise in my heart which uncontrollably comes out of 
my mouth and I give glory to God. 
 
And stopé right thereé thatôs evangelism.  Did you 
catch it?  That last line.  That last sentence.  Thatôs it!  
So many Christians Iôve met claim to have a hard time 
sharing their faith.  They have no problem telling me 
about their favorite restaurant or selling me on their 
alma mater, but when it comes to evangelism they say 
ñthat just isnôt my giftò or ñI donôt know enough about 
the Bible to witness to people.ò  Do you know enough 
about yourself to say you are a sinner?  Do you know 
enough about Jesus to have experienced Him washing 
your sins away?  Does this cause you to praise Him?  If 
so, you will give Him glory and in so doing the gospel 

message will bubble up from your heart and spill out of 
your mouth to all who are around you.  
 
So, I am a believer, and I understand what Christ has 
done, but why havenôt I shared my faith? 
 
Truly, the problem isnôt the ñright wordsò ï the problem 
is we forget.  We forget what Heôs done for us.  We 
forget the gospel!  We let our eyes focus on the things of 
this earth and we forget we donôt belong here but have 
an eternal reward in heaven.  David in Psalm 51 asks the 
Lord to restore unto him the joy of his salvation, and 
THEN He will ñteach transgressors Your ways, and 
sinners will return to You.ò We forget we have great 
joy  in Christðmore than we do anything else in this 
world.  And we forget we live in a dying world that 
needs Christ.  And we are told to always be ready to 
share Him:  

 
 

 ñBut in your hearts set apart 
Christ as Lord. Always be 
prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give 
the reason for the hope that you 
have...ò 1 Peter 3:15 
 
So, why should you participate in 
missions, the greater context of 
evangelism?  Because you realize 
the God of the universe saved 
you, a sinner who was utterly 
broken, and out of your joy you 

will preach to the nations.  Let the nations be glad! 
 
 
 

May God be gracious to us and bless us 
   and make his face to shine upon us,  

that your way may be known on earth,  
   your  saving power among all nations.  

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
   let all the peoples praise you! 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,  
   for you  judge the peoples with equity  

   and guide the nations upon earth  
Psalm 67:1-4 

 
 
 

Sole deo Gloria, 
  
 Bobby Gaither  
 

ñSo, why should 
you participate in  
missions, the 
greater context of 
evangelism?ò 

Theology: Motivation for Worship and Evangelism? 
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Beginning this year, our Senior Adult XYZòs have been coalition partners with Faith in Action, 
an out-reach program by Providence Newberg Medical Center. We support them with our 
prayers, and volunteer aid. Faith in Action is financially supported by GBC annually. Harry 
Litzenberg and I are coalition liaisons for our church.  
 
The mission of Faith in Action is to ñnetwork and support churches, community agencies 
and individuals in order to enhance the lives of older adults, children with special needs and 
their families by providing them with trained volunteers who offer a variety of services that 
respectfully and compassionately address their unmet needs.ò 
 
There are four major programs offered: 
1. Caregivers -Helping older adults with non -medical services, i.e., bill paying, housework, 

food preparation, transportation, etc.  
2. Family Friends -Befriending a family who has a child with special needs with love and 

support to the family.  
3. Strong for Life -A program of moderate exercise for older adults to promote health and 

independence. 
4. Carrier Link -A program for older adults with disabilities who live alone.  
 The above is a very brief overview.  

 
Harry serves by helping in the office and I serve as a volunteer driver taking people to their 
appointments. Irene Hurlock has worked in the Family Friends program. Denise Pia of our 
church is currently a coach in the Strong for Life program.  
 
On August 29, Family Friends held a potluck for the families and their special needs children at 
Billick Park in Dundee. I was there and was blessed to see the children having such a good time 
with the entertainment, prizes and activities. I got to be an ñice cream dipper.ò 
 
 

FAITH IN ACTION UPDATE 
By Jack Neff 

Coming up Sunday, December 6, there will be the annual 
Sing -A-Long Messiah held at the  

United Methodist Church.  
 

If anyone has an interest in serving in the program, 
contact either Harry Litzenberg at 503.538.1677 or  

Jack Neff at 503.554.7440.  
 

You may also contact the Faith in Action office at  
503 -537-1549.  

Faith in Action is located at:  
310 Villa Road, Suite 110  


